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THE POLITICS OF « RACIAL » CLASSIFICATION IN BRAZIL 
Peter FRY * 
This paper traces the gcncalogy of« racial» taxononùes in Brazil a rguing that recent 
policies which focus on the « black population » or the « black community » depend 
upon a belief that Urazilian society is neatly divided into « blacks »and « not blacks », 
thus superseding taxonomies which produce ambiguous « racial » categories based on 
the social « appearance » of individuals. The paper argues that such new politi cal 
orientation may be a fonn of self fulfillin g prophecy, bringing into being that which it 
assumed to exist. [Key words: race, Brazil , aftirmative action.) 
La politique de classificatio11 « raciale» au Brésil . Cet article retrace la généalogie des 
taxinomies« raciales» a u Brésil , et démontre que les récentes politiques publiques en 
direction de la « population noire» o u de la « conununauté noire » reposent sur la 
croyance que la société brésili enne est clairement divisée entre « noirs» et « 11011-
noirs ». Ces politiques remplacent ainsi des taxinomies produisant des catégories 
«raciales» ambiguës fondées sur 1'« apparence» sociale des individus. L 'article montre 
qu'une telle orientation politi que s'apparente à une prophétie auto-réalisatrice, ame-
nant à être ce qui est supposé exister. [M ots-clés: race, Brésil, discrimination positi ve.) 
Las politicas de clasificaci611 «racial » e11 Brasil. Este arti culo traza la genealogia de las 
taxonomias « raciales» en Brasil argumentando que las recientes politi cas apli cadas a 
la « poblaci6n negra » o a la « comunidad negra » parten del presupuesto de que la 
sociedad brasileiia se <l ivide nitidamente entre« negros »y« no negros », suprimiendo, 
asi, taxonomias que producen categorias «raciales» ambiguas basadas en la« aparien-
cia » social de los individuos. El art[culo argumenta que esta orientaci6n politica se 
asemeja a una profecia auto-cumplida, estableciendo Io que se presupone que ya existe. 
[Palabras clave: raza , Drasil , acci6n afirmati va.) 
THE QUESTION 
The very fir st law that introduced racial quotas in Brazilian universities was 
enacted in Novcmber 2001 by the state legislature of Rio de Janeiro. Apart from 
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the 50 % quota for candidates who had studied in public schools which had been 
enacted a few months prcviously, this new Iaw reserved 40 % of ail places in Rio's 
state-owned universiti es for negros or pardos 1• From the beginning the Rio 
authorities were concerned with the best way to classify candidates into these 
« racial » categories. After consulting « authorities » (myself included), it was 
decided that there were no objecti ve criteria for defining a person's race. The 
method, thcrefore, would be self classifi cation. Candidates for the 2002 entrance 
exam were obliged to fi)] in a fonn which asked among other things the candi-
date's «race». Question 24 reads thus: «In accordance with decree n.30.766, of 
04/03/2002, I declare, un der penalties of the law, that l identif y myself as negro o r 
pardo: O Yes/O No ». If the candidate did not tick one of the boxes, the 
instructions for filling in the fonn explained, he o r she would be considered 
bm11co. Qui te clearly, then, candidates were obliged to classify themselves in one 
of two categories: negro or pardo versus branco eligibl e or not for the racial 
quotas. Later the law was changed, the racial quotas were reduced to 20 % and 
candidates were asked whether they were 11egro or not. No longer were they asked 
if they were pardo. 
There were many problems. More than 300 candidates filed suit claiming that 
they had lost their places to blacks or public school candidates with lower scores. 
One candidate, who refused to fil! in question 24 because he was against the quota 
system, failed to enter the faculty of law although he claimed that he would have 
done so if he had declared himself negro. Candidates that seemed pretty branco 
were interviewed on TV claiming African ancestry. The Coordinator of the NGO 
Educafro which preparcs young 11egros for the entrance exam, Frei David, 
accused the State University of Rio de Janeiro (UERJ) of permitting « frauds ». 
lt was probably to avoid this kind of problem that the University of Brasilia 
opted for photographs and commissions. In June 2004, under rules introduced 
that year, candidates for the University of Brasili a's eutrance examination 
formed two queues: one for those competing for the 20 % of places reserved for 
negros and one for the rest. Those claiming to be negro had their photographs 
taken: on the basis of these pictures a commission dubbed a« racial tribunal » in 
a recent article (Maio and Santos 2005), composed of a student, a sociologist, a n 
anthropologist and thrce representati ves of Brazil 's Black Movement, decided 
whether they were reall y black or not. The commission rejected 212 out of 4,385. 
34 of these complained, and were interviewed by a second commission, com-
posed of university teachers and members of non-governmental organizations, 
which asked a mong other things whcther they had strong links to « black values 
and culture». One young man said afterwards that they asked him whether he 
had belo nged to the Black movement and if he had cver had a 11111lata girl fri end. 
In the end only 13 of the 34 were denied a black identity. 
M any Brazilian intellectuals expressed some astonishment that one of the 
leading universities in the country could have adopted racial classifi cation tech-
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niques redolent of the eugenics movement of the l 930s. Others wrung their hands 
at what they saw as an affront to Brazil's identity as a mestizo republic where 
racial identity was formally immaterial. Defenders of the newly introduced 
quotas maintained that Brazil must break with its French republican tradition of 
colour-blindness. Unequal treatment was necessary, they argued, for those who 
were, in fact, unequal. To treat ail equally was the only way of avoiding dealing 
with racial inequality (Fry 2004; Maggie and Fry 2002; Maio and Santos 2005; 
Santos 2004). 
But the debate concerned not only problems of classificatio11, but also of 
taxo110111y, the classificatory system itself. On the one side, there wcre those who 
pointed to centuries of « miscegenation » to argue that the introduction of a 
bi-racial taxonomy would lead to the formation of opposing racial groups in 
Brazil with the risk of bringing about racial hatred and strife. The defendants of 
the quotas argued that Brazil has always been i11 fact divided into 11egros and 
bra11cos, the latter discriminating against the former(« ask any policeman », was 
a common comment) (Sales 2006), but that this underlying taxonomy had been 
masked by « miscegenation »and the myth of racial democracy. On the face of 
things, the dispute is simply between those in favour of aftirmative action and 
those contrary to it. 1 would argue, however, that underlying this political 
confrontation is a dispute over taxonomies; on the one hand taxonomies with 
multiple categories, and on the other a simple bipolar taxonomy of 11egros 
and bra11cos. 
In this paper l wish to reflect on the genealogy of Brazilian racial taxonomies 
as a way of bettcr understanding what is at stake during the present debate on 
aflirmative action and reparation. 
TAXONOMlES AND CLASSlFICATIONS 
De quelques formes pri111iti1•es de class(ficatio11. Co11tributio11 à l'étude des 
représe11tatio11s collectil'es [QFPC] (Durkheim and Mauss 1968) as is well known 
is the classic text announcing the social genesis of systems of classification. 
Loin que l'on soit fondé à admettre co111111e une é1•iflence que les ho111111es classent tout 
nat11relle111ent, par une sorte de nécessité interne de leur e11tende111e11t individuel, on doit, 
au contraire, se demander qu'est-ce qui a pu les amener à disposer leurs idées sous celle 
forme et mi ils ont pu tro111·er le plan de cell e remarquable disposition. (ibid., p. 18) 
The reply is, of course, society: « Le centre des pre111iers systè111es de la nature, 
ce n'est pas /'individu ; c'est la société» (ibid., p. 87). « La société n'a pas été 
si111ple111e11t 1111 modèle d'après lequel la pensée classificatrice aurait travaillé; ce sont 
ses propres cadres qui 0111 servi de cadres au systè111e. Les premières catégories 
logiques ont été des classes d'ho111111es dans lesquelles ces choses 0111 été intégrées. 
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C'est parce que les hommes étaient groupés et se pensaient sous forme de groupes 
qu'ils ont groupé idéalement les autres êtreJ; et les deux modes de groupement ont 
commencé par se c01!fo11dre au point d'être indistincts» (ibid., p. 83). 
However, as so many have noted, the causal explanation of Durkheim and 
Mauss suffers from petitio principii. How may one derive the logic of a classifi-
catory system from society if social organization itself requires mental categories 
to exist as such? Avoiding petitio principii, we part from the principle that the 
social order is it self fashioned through the dispute over alternative systems 
of classifi cation. 
This critique of QFPC is particularly relevant to the exercise in hand, for 
rather than taking as our object of analysis classifi catory forms of things, we are 
concerned wit h understanding the ways in which members of society themselves 
come to be classified in «racial » categories. More than is the case with the 
classification of things, the criteria for constructing taxonomies to classify indi-
viduals result in political, economic and existential consequences for the indivi-
duals th us classified. It was surely not by chance that Robert Hertz ( 1980) drew 
attention to the analogy between the relationship between the two hands and the 
relationships between sexes and races. The classification of the hands as superior 
and inferior had, he claimed, the eflèct of exacerbating whatever differences 
nature may have given them. The discussion of racial taxonomies is not a purely 
technical or logical exercise, as for example, is the discussion on the classification 
of colours in nature (Sahlins 1977). To discuss the colour of people is to enter a 
complex world of emotions: feelings of guilt and remorse, of anger for past and 
present suffering, which a re in large part deri ved from the taxonomies and 
classifications in dispute. 
Our use of taxonomies and classifications in the plural reveals another 
problcm in using QFPC as a theoretical starling point. Durkheim and Mauss 
sought the sociological principles of classification through an understanding of 
what they saw as the most elementary societies. QFPC fo ll ows an evolutionary 
schema, beginning wit h the extreme simplicity of the aborigines of Australia, 
then North American India societies, Chinese society a nd finall y modern France. 
A il these societies are treated as coherent and systematic entities, whose systems 
of classifi cation a re shared by ail. Our challenge, as we look at contemporary 
Brazil , is Io understand a situation in which more than one racia l taxonomy exist, 
eacb claiming truth, legitimacy and naturalness. 
One might argue therefore that QFPC is of littl e help for this exercise. 
However, in one absolutcly crucia l way, QFPC establishes a starting point which 
opens possibiliti es for an analysis of what we see as taxonomies in dispute. 
Durkheim and Mauss taught that systems of classifi cation which have their 
origin in society, project themselves as belonging to the natural order of things. 
We must thcrefore search for the mechanisms through which racial taxonomies 
acquire their « naturalness » through time, and, above ail , understand how the 
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bipolar taxonomy became sufli ciently strong to be adopled by the State as a basis 
for aflirmalive action. 
A study of this dispute should all ow for the suggestion of the possible 
dialeclical relations bclween taxonomies and subjectiviti es (both individual and 
collecti ve). Each requires and at the same time engenders the other. By so doing, 
it shoulcl be possible to delineate possible politi cal, economic and moral conse-
quences for society of the relative preponderance of one or the olher 
EARLY PERPLEXITIES 
The colours of people, or if one prefers, the appearance of people have always 
been the subject of perplexil y not only for Brazili ans themsclves but especially 
among visitors. One of the most often quoted of such visitors is Joseph Ar thur 
Gobineau (1816-1855). Aft er wri ting his Essai s11r l'inégalité des races '111111ai11es 
( 1853-1855), he landed in Brazil in the mi delle of the 1869 carnival. He was horror 
struck by what he saw as excessive « racial mixl ure», which he thought would 
condemn Brazil to ultimate cloom. Gobineau describccl a society - Brazil - in 
which « not one Brazi li an has pure blood sincc examples of marriages between 
Whitcs, Indians and Blacks are so disseminatecl that nuances of colour are 
infinite, which leads to the most depressing degeneration as much among the 
lowcr as among the upper classes» (Skidmore 1993). Gobineau was the most 
radical cri tic of Brazil 's mixture; he found only one exception to the gcneral rule: 
the family of the Emperor, Dom Pedro II. 
Brazili an writers noted the predominance of mixture. In his cssay As raças 
'111111a11as e a responsabilidade penal 110 Brasil ( 1897), the professor of forcnsic 
medicine al the Faculty of Medicine of Bahia Nina Rodrigues describecl the 
situation in these terms: 
Prima facie, it is possible to distinguish within today's Brazilian population a signifi-
cant majority of mestizos in various degrees of corssing [sic] and a minori ty of pure 
uncrossed anthropological elements. [i n a footnote he adds: « the tenu pure has here 
only a relati ve value wbich merely exists in contras! wit h the mix ing which we observe.] 
(Rodrigues 1894, pp. 89, 90; author's translation) 2 
He distributed the 111estiços in four categories, each one definecl by the clegree 
of mixture involved: 
1) The 11111/al/os, « product of the crossing of the White with the Black, a very 
numcrous group constituting almosl the total population in certain regions of the 
country» (ibid., p. 91; author's translation) 3. He further di vicies the mulallos in 
« nwlatos dos pri111eiros sa11g11es » (mulattos of fir st bloods), « 11111/atos claros » 
(li ght mulattos) and« 11111/atos esc11ros » (clark mulattos); 
2) The 111a111el11cos or caboclos, « prod1110 do cmza111e11/o do branco com o 
indio » (product of the crossing of the White with the lndian) (ibid., p. 91); 
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3) The curibocas or cafuzos, « produto do crnza111e11to do 11egro com o i11dio » 
(product of the crossing of the Black with the l ndian) (ibid., pp. 91, 92). 
4) The pardos, « product of the crossing of the three races but predominantly 
from the crossing o f the mulatto and the India n, or with 111a111elucos caboclos. This 
mestizo, which, in the case of an equivalent mixture of the three races, must be the 
Brazili an product par excellence, and much more numerous that one might 
suppose » (ibid., p. 92; author's translation) 4. 
These observers of Brazilian social lifc at the turn of the twentieth century 
constructed a taxonomy whose Jogic was given by three principa l categories (the 
White, Black and Amerindian « races»), which, in their mixture, produce subse-
quently derived intermediate categories. 1Vfllt atis ｭｵｴ ｡ ＱＱ､ｩ ＺＮｾ＠ this schema informed 
the analyses of most subsequent Brazili an anthropologists during the fir st deca-
des of the twentieth century. Roquette-Pinto, for example, divided the population 
into four « types»: the bra11cos or leucodermos; the 11egros, or 111ela11oden11os; the 
mestiços, or faiodermos; and the caf uzos, o r .w111toden11os. What cli stinguished 
these theoreticians was less their classifi catory schemes and more their prognosis 
for the future of Brazil. Wbile for Gobineau racial mixture would lead to Brazil 's 
ultimate ruin (he preclictecl that the society woulcl cease to exist in about 200 
years), Roquette-Pinto and his foll owers denied any heredita ry or constitutional 
problems cleri ving from « miscegenation » 5. 
The fir st Brazili an censuses refl ected in part these taxonomies. The fir st 
nationa l census of 1872 was basecl on a taxonomy of four categories: branco, 
preto, pardo and caboclo (Amerindians). The second census of 1890 substituted 
pardo for mestiço, in the beli ef that the colour pardo referred only to the offspring 
of marriages between bra11cos and negros. The 1920 census eliminated the item 
« race» altogether because it was felt that «replies greatly concealed the truth », 
above ail the repli es of the mestiços (Carvalho 2004). Even so, in common 
parlance the population was more simply divided into brancos and /10me11s de cor 
(people/men of colour). At this early stage in the coining of « racia l » taxono-
mies, therefore, a binary system existed alongside a more complex taxonomy of at 
least four categories. As Armelle Enders pointed out in her critique of this paper, 
many l 9th century travell ers to Brazil , « beaucoup moins obsédés que Gobineau 
par la question raciale, ont /'i111pressio11, en a/'/'il'(/llf à Rio de Janeiro, de débarquer 
en Guinée. Edouard Manet, qui passe quelques semaines dans la 1•il/e en 1849 (à la 
fin de la période intense du trafic négrier ), distingue entre, d'un côté, les Noirs et les 
métis (mêlant déjà les deux catégories) et, de l'autre côté, les« Brésiliens». Le 
Brésil de la première moit ié du xd' siècle n'est 11u/leme11t t/11 "pays métis", mais une 
société très cloiso1111ée où la couleur de la peau correspond quasiment à 1111 statut 
juridique» (Enders 2006, persona! conununication). 
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IlRAZTL's FAi\IE AS A HYBRID IlnAZIL WlTll (( RACIAL» HARMONY rNSPllU:S THE 
WORLD 
The Brazilian modernists, foll owing the same taxonomy of races and their 
mixture shared Roquette-Pinto's optimism. For them, hybridism was not the 
weakness of the country; rather its strength, celebrated in the art of Tarsila, 
Anita, Portinari and di Cavalcanti and in the lit erature of Mario and Oswald de 
Andrade. Mario de Andrade's Macunaima was born 11egro of an Indian single 
mother whose other children covered the rest of the spectrum, and became brm1co 
when he migrated to the metropolis (Maggie 2005). Gilberto Freyre ( 1933) 
described Brazil in terms of basic antagonisms between the great houses and the 
slave quarters, the bourgeois town houses and the shanties, grand tombstones and 
open graves, masters and slaves, brancos and negros. He arguecl that these 
antagonisms were mecli ated and attenuatcd by the erotic encounters between 
members of one and other pole. This led to his utopian vision of a Brazil which 
would fin all y overcome it s antagonisms when ail was dissolvcd into a homoge-
neous « 111eta-raça ». 
This optimistic understanding of a hybrid Brazil without « pure races » and 
without racial hatred exci ted the imaginati on of many, not least the anthropolo-
gists of Columbia University in New York and UNESCO's intell ectuals who 
wcre avid to find pacifi e solutions for multi-racial societies in the years foll owing 
the Second World War (M aio 1997). The research carried out under the auspices 
of UNESCO reproducecl to a certain degrce the previous taxonomies recognizing 
a few brancos and negros and a vast mass of mestiços. But there was a fundamen-
tal difforence also. In accordance with the insights of the Sào Paulo sociologist 
Oracy Nogueira (1991), the categories of Brazil 's taxonomy werc not to be 
understood in terms of descent ( orige111) as in the United States of the« one drop 
ru le », but in terms of appearance (marca) . Other participants in the UNESCO 
team foll owed suit. Marvin Harris, for example, provides this description of the 
people of Minas Velhas based entirely on their physical attributes: 
Les types les plus courants sont le morcno, lechulo, le mulato, lecrcolo et lecabo verdc. l e 
moreno a les cl1el'eux ondulés et la peau d'un Blanc f ortement hâlé. l e mulato a les 
c/1e1·eux crépus et fri sés, et la peau plus foncée que le moreno. l e chu Io a les c/1e1•eux crépus 
et bouclés et la peau« de la couleur de caramel ou de tabac». l e creo lo a les che1·euxfi11s 
et ondulés et la peau presque aussi foncée que le chu Io, mais plus lisse. l e cabo vcrde a les 
chel'eux plats, 111ais la 111ê111e couleur de peau que le Noù: (Harris 1951, p. 60) 
However fascinated they may have been with Brazil's complex « racial » 
taxonomy, the authors of Races et classes dans le Brésil mral (Wagley 1951 ), also 
notecl the presence of a basic logical and socio-economic opposition between 
brancos and pretos which coincided with the oppositi on between the rich and the 
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poor. Marvin Harris illu strated his vision of Minas Velhas using a triangle based 
on a trapeze. ln the diagram he drew, the populati on was divided into bra11cos and 
ricos who oceupied the superior posit ions of the triangle, while the pretos or 
pobres occupied the lower part. By so doing, Harris (1951, p. 86) establishcd the 
logical relation preto:bra11co::pobre:rico. Even so, this clear opposit ion was not 
deemed present in the politi cal domain. The words of Marvin Harris and another 
of the Brazi lian part icipants in the UNESCO project, Luiz de Aguiar Costa Pinto 
(J 953), a re clear: 
Objecti vcly, thcrc is a correspondence betwccn class and race in Brazil [ ... ]; the more 
ncgroid the pheno lype the lowcr the class. Prevention of the development of racial 
ideology may very well be a refl ex of the conditi ons which control the development of 
class confrontations. l n the United States, racism a nd racial caste divisions have spli t 
a nd fragmented the lower class. « Black Power» in the United States Jacks the revolu-
tionary potential of the preponderant mass; « Black Power» in Brazil contains this 
potential. T he ambiguity built into the ll razilian calculus of racia l identity is thus, 
speculatively at lcasl, as intelli gible as the relati ve precision wi th which Blacks and 
Whites identify each other in the United States. (Harris 1970, p. 85) 
Thus if il be truc, as Myrdal suggests, than on the day when the trades unions of the 
U nited States expunge the colour line from their ranks in the name of class solidarity, 
this will produce an explosion which will be hcard in the enti re world and will lead to a 
change o f directi on which will surpri se North Amcricau civil ization, also here one 
might say, in the light of currenl opinion in the world in relation to the racial situation 
in Brazil , that a no lcsscr explosion will be produccd in Ilrazil if oneday the great masses 
of colour of this country lend thcir cars to the callin gs of this race ideology and charge 
forward a long the cul-de-sac which it lcads to. (Costa Pinto 1953, p. 291; 
author's translation) 6 
For both these writers, then, the « ambiguity » of Brazil ' s racia l calculus 
stands opposed to the clarit y of racial identit ies in the Unites States as class is to 
race as a principle of mass political action in one society as opposed to the other. 
Even so, as at the turn of the century which saw a dicho tomy of bra11cos and 
/10111e11s de c01; so the UNESCO researchers recognized the coexistence of bipolar 
and more complex « racial » taxonomies. 
BRAZll. ll ECOl\IES A LAND OF llA CIAL DISTI NCTION AND DISCnll\ll NATION 
M ost subsequent sociological analyses, with the exception of Carl Deglcr 
( 1986) who posited that the category mulatto served as a kind of « safety valve» 
which secured the system of racia l domination, have underplayed the ambiguity 
of hybridism to concentrate on what is seen as a fondamental oppositi on between 
11egros and brrmcos. Tronically it was Costa Pinto who fir st descri bed the demo-
graphy of Rio de Janeiro in terms of Whites and people of colour. He presented 
his findings in the form of simple bar diagrams. 
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T he hierarchy of races and classes as in Harris' diagram gave way to the 
depiction of a society cruell y divided into two clear and separate categories. 
White the triangles ritua lize hierarchy and relationship, the bar diagram rituali zes 
a society divided into two dist inct coll ective identiti es. Contrary to N ina Rodri-
gucs's prophecy that Brazil would ultimately bccome a society of mestiços, it had 
become in the sociologists' imagination a society divided into two and only two 
racia l categories. Costa Pinto's diagram in fo rms, reifies and rituali zes 
a bipola r taxonomy. 
How dicl Costa Pinto construct his cli agram? A t the time of his research, the 
Brazili a n Geographical and Statisti cal lnstitute (IDGE) uti li zecl a fo ur-category 
taxonomy to establi sh what they cleterminecl as colour: branca, parda, preta, and 
amerela. (Today it includes one more category: i11dige11a for Amerindians ; Nobles 
2002). What Costa Pinto did was to group together those who declared themsel-
ves pardo or preto to form a new inclusive category which he denominated, 
reverting Io the turn of the century terminology, «de cor », « of colour »: 
Costa Pinto's eli sion of the categories pardo and preto soon became standard 
practice in Brazilian sociology as can be seen in such t itles as Bra11cos e Negros e111 
S<io Paulo (Bastide and Fernandes 1971), and A i11tegraçào do 11egro na sociedade 
de classes: o legado da « raça branca » (Fernandes I 978b). Ilu t the practice 
acquired greater authorit y with the publicati on in 1979 of sociologist Carl os 
Hasenbalg's Discri111i11aç<io e desigualdades raciais 110 Brasil (Hasenbalg 1979), 
which was to have great impact on the Black Movement and on subsequent 
sociology. He eftècted stati sticall y that which the black movement had been 
unable to do in practice, transforming Brazil 's complex taxonomy (what he call s 
the« colour continuum ») into a simple dicho tomous one. In the fir st ehapter of 
Discri111i11açào e desigualdades mciais 110 Brasil census data a re presented utili zing 
the categories of pretos, pardos e bra11cos. But in the Iater and most important 
chapters of the book, those which analyse poli t ical and social mobilit y (or the 
Jack thereof), Hasenbalg eli des the two categories into one which he call s 
« non-Whites ». ln an art icle fir st publi shed in 1985, Hasenbalg j ustifi es 
this procedure: 
Non-whites a re defined as the sum of wha t the various censuses classify as Ill acks 
[pretos] and Browns (pan/os], excluding the category yell ow [m11arelos]. ln ail dimen-
sions analysecl, the browns occupy an intermecliary position between the whites and the 
blacks, although this position is a lways closer to that of the Ill acks. (Hasenbalg 1988; 
author's t ranslation) 7 
J\s if by magic the conti nuum had become a dichotomy. But how often is the 
cool reason of « methodology » in effecl the product of the cultural categories o f 
it s author? Hasenba lg, as F lorestan Fernandes before him, saw himself as a 
significant all y of the black acti vists, for whom the d ivision of the Drazil ian 
population into Whites and non-Whites had bcen their point of departure and 
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the dreamed-of future. After ail what is a black movement without Blacks, and, 
by logical opposition, Whites? 
ln retrospect, I would a rgue that Discri111i11açâo e desigualdades raciais 110 
Brasil became an ideological narrative for the black movement and ils sympathi-
zers muchas Casa Grande e SeJ1Za/a had been for the modernists of the 1930s. At 
the end of his book he makes this point qui te explicitl y: 
If processes of social competition and individual social mobili ty based on market 
forces operate to the detriment of the mcia/ly s11bordi11ate group, the analysis should 
focus on the forms o f politi cal mobilization o f the non-Whites and to inter-racial 
conftict. The effect o f race on the class structure and the evolut ion of racial inequalities 
will depend on the emergence of racial movements and of the forms they take as well as 
the way in which they relate Io other battles and other social movements. (Hasenbalg 
1979, p. 221; author's translation) 8 
More recently and in preparation for llrazil 's participation in the Ill World 
United Nati ons conference for the combat againsl racism, racia l discrimination, 
xcnophobia and correlate intolerance in Durban in October, 2001, the llrazilian 
government's Institute for Applied economic Rcsearch (IPEA) presentcd a paper 
which has had enormous influence on the debate over the racial question in recent 
years. Once again, Brazili an society is imagined as made up of only two « racial 
groups » and the diagrams, now much more sophisti cated due to computer 
technology, are redolent of Costa Pinto's. 
Thus, statistical analysis has come to the aid of the bipola r taxonomy, 
eliminating for ever intermediate catcgories. This form of understanding llrazil , 
which José Mmilo de Carvalho has appropriately called « statistical racial geno-
cide » eflèctively substitutes the complex taxonomy of the IllGE with 
a simple bipolar one. 
Tt is obvious to anyone that the 39 % of pardos in the 2000 census to a large extent are 
made up of people descended from lndians. T here li es, it must be said , the raison d'être 
of the racial tribunal of the University of Brasil ia which is chargcd wi th distinguishing 
people of Afri can dcscent from among thepardos. T he monthly research bulletin of the 
IBGE in 1998 showed that people who were classifi ed as pardos according to the 
imposed categories of the Institute call ed themselves 111ore11a.ç (brown) o r 111ore11as 
cloras (li ght brown) in 60 % of the cases when left free to define themselves as they 
wished. Only 34 % of the pardos agreed with the Institute's taxonomy and only 2 % 
defined themselves as mulattos. Research conducted in the Metropolit an Region of Rio 
de Janeiro in 1997 revealcd that 50 % of those classifi ed as pardos by the interviewers 
said that they were brown or white. Another rcsearch project carri ed out in Rio in 2000 
showed that 48 % of the pardos claimed lndian ancestry. In the northern states, wherc 
there was much less Afr ican slavery, those descended from Tndians fonn without any 
doubt the great majorit y of the pardos. (Cnrvalho 2004, p. 7; author's translation) 9 
Qualitative analyses have also steadily abancloned the gradations and ambi-
guities so prevalent in the UNESCO research. This new tradition seems to have 
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begun with the Sào Paulo sociologist Florestan Fernandes, who also participated 
in the UNESCO project as Roger Bastide's assistant, and who, quitc explicitly 
adopted as analyt ical tenns the categories used by his « natives », his black 
activ ist fri ends: 
We found varions d ifti culties in the use of certain words. The term « preto » was always 
used by the« white » to designate the 11egro and the 11111/atto in Sào Paulo, but call ing up 
a stereotyped and highly negative image sociall y elaborated in the past. The 11egros and 
mulattos themselves preferred, in their fir st manifestations of autonomy - through 
protest movements - the self description contained in the word 11egro. On the other 
hand, they impugne the word «white», arguing that miscegenation imposes severe 
restrictions on the pretensions of those pauli stas who claim « racial purity ». To avoid 
susceptibil iti es or recriminations we utili ze the word « preto » when stereotyping by the 
« Whites » is evident a nd we put all the words in inverted commas, except for concrete 
cases where we could discern the gradations of skin colour of the subjects under 
investigation. Otherwise we use the expressions« men of colour »and« population of 
colour »qui te frequently and wi th no pejorative intention. (Fernandes 1978a, p. 25; 
author's translation) 10 
In this way, the native categories of the black activists (brancos and negros) 
became the analytical categories of native Ilrazilian sociology. Needless to say, 
most American researchers, whose native and analyti cal categories tend to be 
based on the bipolar taxonomy which is dominant in North American society, 
have merely reinforced this lendency 11 . 
THE LAW AND THE BUILDING OF A IllPOLAR TAXONOl\IY 
Another important factor in the naturalization of a Brazil of negros and 
brancos is the fight against racia l discrimination which al firsl sight might appear 
to negate the existence of races but in practice confirms the existence of but two. 
Costa Pinto clearl y perceived this dcmarche in his analysis of the passing of the 
A lmino Afonso law against racia l discrimination in 1951, arguing that for the first 
time in Republican law the negro appears as ajuridical entity as Ilrazil is imagined 
as a nation of white discriminators and black victims: 
[The law represents] the beginning of a process which, in the context o f the racial 
tensions which exist and which a re becoming more serious in the country, will not 
surpri se us if they lead to the situation which is characteri stic of the southern cities of 
the United States and which may be resumed by the formula separate but equa/. ln fact, 
until the new law, in Brazil wi th its republican legislation, the negro appearcd as a free 
man in 1888, as a citi zen, in the abstract, juridically equal to aU other citi zens. He was 
in the Law by exclusion - ail are equal before the law, indepenclently of co/our, sex, 
reli gion, etc. Now, for the Îlr st time, unless 1 am mistaken, a law has been passed which 
defines the behaviour of \Vhi tes in relation to blacks, and attributed to the latter, as 
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11egros, the spccifi c right no t to be denied some more general ri ghts which the law 
already attributcd to ail citizeus regardless of their ethnie condition.[ ... ] and to declarc 
that those who violatc principles already solemnly present in more general prior 
legislation arc punishablc. (Costa Pinto 1953, pp. 292-293; author's translation) 12 
He then goes on to suggest that such legislation may be the prelude for 
eftèctive segregation: 
Such a law could come to be the prelude for subsequent legislation which would 
substitute it, inspircd by the desire to remedy its practical defects, assuring both Blacks 
and Whites of the right to receive education, rccrcation, rcsidential distri cts, social 
services and other institutionalised sectors o f social life equal but separate. For this to 
corne about, one of the pre-conditions now exists: the juridical entity negro, present in 
the spirit and text of the common Law. (ibid.; author's translation) 13 
More recently, Fabiano Dias Monteiro has argued forcefully that this law 
which so many of us had understood as purely anti-racist constitutes in effect the 
truth of a bipolar racial taxonomy. It was precisely in the field of the law and the 
concomit ant fi ght against the« farce of racial democracy » that the black move-
ment was able to strcngthen the notion of a racially divided Brazil, what he 
denominates the Brazilian racial schism (Dias Monteiro 2003). 
A further step in the strengtbening of the legal recognition of a black identity 
(and by logical extension a white one also) and therefore in the strengthening of 
a bipolar racial taxonomy was the 1988 Constitution, which defined racism as a 
crime with no time limit and without possibilit y of bail, as opposed to being 
simply a «contravention » as it had been defined under the Afonso Arinos law. 
The 1988 Constitution also introduced the concept of « communities that are 
descendants of maroon communities ( q11ilo111bos) », with rights over titl es to 
their lands. This effecti vely divided the non-lndian rural population in 11egros and 
not 11egros; in q11ilo111bolas and the rcst. But it was during the Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso government (1994-2002) that more direct measures were taken. In 1995 
the government launched its National Human Rights Program which contained 
a series of planned activities in the interests of the « black community ». These 
included support for« the inter-ministerial working group-created by Presiden-
tial Decree on November 20, 1995 - for drawing up activities and policies to 
recognize the value of the black population », and a « Working Group for the 
Elimination of Discrimination in the Workplace and in Careers » within the 
Ministry of Labor. In relation to the legal system, the Program proposed to 
« stimulate State Secretaries of Public Security to promote refresher courses and 
seminars on racial discrimination. [ ... ] Adopt the principle of the criminalization 
of racism in the Penal Code and Penal Process. [... ] Disseminate the International 
Conventions, articles of the Federal Constitution and infra-constitutional legis-
lation dealing with racism. [ ... ] Support the production and publication of 
documents contributing to dissemination of anti-discriminatory legislation ». 
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T he document also suggested the inclusion of racial data in ail offi cia l docu-
ments, the stimulation of the presence of «ethnie groups that make up our 
population » (gr11pos étnicos que co111pàe111 a 11ossa populaçâo), in institu tional 
propaganda, and « private initi ati ves to bring about positive discrimination » 
( açàes da i11iciatil•a primda que reali ze111 discri111i11açâo positÏl'e). It a lso recom-
mended the implementation of «affirm ati ve action for the access of 11egros to 
professional and university courses and to cutting edge technology » ( açàes 
afir111ati1•a.s para o acesso dos 11egros aos cursos profissio11aliza11tes, à 1111il•ersidade e 
às areas de tecnologia de ponta), and the formulation of « compensatory poli cies 
that promo te the black co1111111mi1y sociall y a nd economicall y » ( polit icas co111pe11-
sat6rias que pro111ova111 social e eco110111ica111e11te a co1111midade 11egra) (Programa 
Nacional de Direitos Humanos [PNDH], 1996, my emphasis). T he PNDH also 
proposed that the IBGE eliminate the categories pardo and preto in favour of one 
single category 11egro. M ost of these ideas remained on paper. Il was to be the 
government o f President Luis Inâcio Lula da Sil va which came to power in 2002 
which took them one stage further. 
T he Lula administration gave greater sali ence to the issue of race by creating 
the Special Secreta riat for Policies for the Promotion of Racial Equa lity 
(SEPPIR) under leadership of Matilde Ribeiro with the status of Minister of 
Sta te. SEPPIR was charged with: promoting « equalit y and protecti on of the 
rights of individ uals and racial and ethnie groups subject to discrimination and 
other fo rms of intolerance, with emphasis on the black population» (a ig11aldade 
e a proteçâo dos direitos de i11divid11os e grupos radais e étnicos afetados pela 
discri111i11açâo e de111ais fom1as de i11tolerâ11cia, co111 ê11fase 11a popu!açrio 11egm); 
articulating, promoting and fo ll owing through « various progranunes involvi ng 
cooperation with public and private organisms, both Brazili an and foreign » 
( dfrersos progra111as de coopemçiio co111 orga11is111os pûblicos e prfrados; 11acio11ais 
e i111emacio11ais); promoting compli ance with the internationa l conventions to 
which Brazil is signatory, and which refer to the «promotion of equalit y and 
combating racial or ethnie discrimination »; and« aiding the Mini stry of Foreign 
AAàirs in coming doser to the nations of the Afri can continent » 14. 
T his tiny Secretariat with a staff of Jess than forty has bcen extremely acti ve in 
making itself felt in various ministries and in State and municipa l governments, 
encouraging poli cies directed to 11egros principall y in the fields of health and 
education . lt has also lent its weight to two governmental projects which, if 
implemented, would definiti vely install a bipola r racia l taxonomy in Brazil. The 
ftr st is a bill which seeks to implement racia l q uotas in ail fcderal institutions of 
higher learning (PL 73/1999) and the second is a bill which proposes the establi s-
hment of a Statute for Racial Equalit y (PL 3.198/2000). 
T he fir st bill which is still to be debated in Congress extends racial quotas to 
ail federal universities. Each university would distri bute places to Ind ians, Blacks 
and Whites in accordance wi th their statistical distribution in the State where the 
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university is situated. In effect, it will oblige ail candidates for federal university 
places to define their colour/race. The Statute of Racial Equality (SRE) is far 
more wide-ranging in its aims, containing an Introduction and eleven chapters, 
covering rights to health, education, belief, employment and fair pay, justice, and 
representation in the media 15• Throughout the document Brazil is presented as a 
country of two races: on the one side, the « Afro-Brazilians », « people who 
classify themselves as such and/or as ｮ ･ｧ ｲｯｳｾ＠ pretos, pardos or analogous defini-
tion » (as pessoas que se classijicam coma tais e/011 co1110 negros, pretos, pardos 011 
definiçfio anliloga) (Paim 2006, p. 13) and on the other, un-named but logically 
present, are the« Whites »(Orin 2006). As if to illustrate a document that refers 
only to Afro-Brasileiros, the cover of the document portrays a smiling black 
nuclear family of father, mother and daughter, each one with dreadlocks. 
Having defined Brazil as a bi-racial society, the Statu te daims to be guided by 
the desire for « reparation, compensation and the inclusion of the victims of 
inequality and the promotion of racial equality » ( reparaçào, co111pe11saçfio e 
incfusfio das 1•iti111as da desigualdade e a \'(/lorizaçào da igualdade racial) (Paim 
2006, p. 14). Each chapter exemplifies actions to be taken in each area of social 
life. Significantly the first chapter (« On the right to health »), establishes essential 
and supposedly natural differences between black and white bodies, in spi te of ail 
evidence on the non-correlation between phenotype and genotype that has been 
recently demonstrated by Brazilian geneticists (Pa rra et al. 2003; Pena 2005). This 
lays the way for justifying the necessity for ail citizens to declare their 
« race/colour » at ail encountcrs with the health system and to alter the curricula 
of medical faculties to include materials on what are dcscribcd as « the specifi c 
health problems of the afro-brazilian population as transversal themcs in the 
curricula in schools of medicine » ( [ajs espec(ficidades da saûde da populaçào 
ajl·o-brasileira coma temas tra11s1•ersais nos c11rrfc11los dos cursos de satide) (Paim 
2006, p. 17). Having established a« natural » difference between Afro-Brazilians 
and (presumably) Euro-Brazilians, the Statute proceeds to advocate quotas in 
universities, in the media, and the workplace. If brought into law, the Statu te will 
oblige ail citizens of Brazil to declare their « race or colour » at just about every 
step in their lives. 
BRAZIL IN THE WORLD 
In 1994 I gave a course about Brazilian racial relations in Gothenburg 
University in Sweden. When I was discussing the ideas of Oracy Nogueira 
(Nogueira 1991) on the Brazilian classification system, talking about the multiple 
tenus used to describe ail the various forms of appearance, 1noticed that a blonde 
student wearing her hair in a braids and looking more like Queen Nzinga than 
Brunnehilde was becoming redder and redder and cver more agitated. Finally, she 
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exploded: «This is ridiculous! This is not possible! How can this be?» and other 
phrases that expressed hcr shock and anger. My attempt to win her over to what 
could be call ed a more « anthropological » perspective fai led. She refused to be 
convinced that what l was trying to describe could be ta ken seriously. 
T his scemingly banal event drew my attention to the fact thal Brazil 's various 
taxonomies are perceived to be outrageous (Judith Butler would doubtless use the 
term « object ») by those who are accustomed to tidy « racial » categories, that is 
most of the world, especially that great part which is dominated by the thinking 
of (mainly Anglophone) societies whose colonia l past was based on premises 
of racia l and ethnie segregation, and whose posl-colonia l presenl 
celebrates multiculturalism 16. 
Some ycars back, Loïc Wacquant and Pierre Bourdieu argued that Brazil was 
the victim of North American cultural imperialism which was imposing a bipolar 
racial taxonomy on Brazil. « L'impérialisme culturel repose s111· le po111•oir d '1111i-
1•ersaliser les particularismes liés à 1111e traditio11 lti storiq11e singulière en les faisant 
méco1111aître comme tels» (Bourdieu and Wacquant 1998, p. 109). 
Le fait que la sociodicée raciale (ou raciste) ait pu, au cours des dernières années, se 
"mondialiser", perdant du même coup ses rnractéristiques de discours j ustificateur à 
usage interne ou local, est sans doute une des attestations les plus exemplaires de l'empire 
et de /'emprise symboliques que les États-Unis exercent sur toute espèce de production 
sawmte et surtout demi-smallle, à tral'ers 110tamme11t le po111•oir de consécmtion qu'ils 
détiennent et les profits matériels et symboliques que procure aux chercheurs des pays 
dominés par /'adhésion plus ou moins assumée ou honteuse au modèle 1'e1111 des États-
Unis. (ibid. , p. 113) 
It is true that at least one American foundation has been very generous in its 
support of non-governmental organisations dirccted by the most arti culate black 
leaders in Brazil , not to mention it s equall y generous support for the Brazilian 
Anthropological Association in il s work related to the recognition of the authen-
ticity of indigenous groups and « quilombo communities ». However, Bourdieu 
and Wacquant cou Id also have highlighted the growing influence of multi-lateral 
associations, especiall y the United Nations. Convention 169 on Indigenous and 
Tribal Peoplcs in Independent Countries approved by the International Labour 
Organisation (fLO) on 7/6/1989, and to which Brazil is a signatory, guarantees 
rights over land and over their own identity « to tribal peoples in independent 
countries, whosc social, cultural and economic conditions distinguish them from 
other sectors of the national coll cctivity, and which a re governed, to tall y or 
parti all y, by their own customs or traditi ons, or by special legislation »and « the 
peoples of indepcndent countries considered ind igenous by the fact that they 
descend from populations who inhabited the country or a geographic region 
bclonging to the country at the lime of conques!, or colonisation, or the establi sh-
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ment of the current state frontiers and who, irrespective of their legal situation, 
preserve ail their own social, economic, cultural and politi cal instituti ons, or part 
of them ». «The consciousness of their indigenous or tribal identity must be 
considered as a fundamental criterion to determine the groups to which the 
provisions of this Convention apply ». Three ycars after the publication of the 
article of Bourdieu and Wacquant, the United Nations held the Third United 
Nations World Conference Against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia 
and Related Intolerance in Durban, South Afri ca in October 2001 in which 
170 States and 1000 NGOs participated. lt had the catalysing effect of propellin g 
the demand for affirmative action in Brazil. The 2004 PNUD report on human 
development had the sub-title: «Cultural Liberty in a Diversified World ». The 
message of this Report , despite recognising the dangers of the« essentialisation » 
of culture, is that without cultural diversity there is no development. There is no 
doubt, therefore, that Brazil has found it self in a network of international 
relations that is positioned against the old Brazi li an ideology of ignoring « race» 
in the distribution of justice and the largesse of the State. The international 
conventions are invoked frequently by those in favour of quotas wit h 
the clear intention of corroborating the ubiquity and therefore naturalness of 
affirmative action. 
Seen in this way, then, the power of the wider world to further the naturali-
zation of a bipolar taxonomy is diffic ult Io underestimate. But it would be 
fallacious to suggest that it i11trod11ces a bipolar taxonomy, which we have shown 
to be consistently present in Brazili an discourse al Jeast since the end 
of the 19th century. What it is possible Io argue, however, is that the massive 
presence of the wider world which utili zes predominantly Anglo-Saxon termino-
logies, plays a signifi cant rote in adcling to the natural truth of the division of 
Brasil into 11egros and brancos; a truth « masked » by « miscegenation » and the 
« myth of racial clemocracy ». 
Tm: FUTURE 
The noti on of racial q uotas and the Statute of Racia l Equality define Brazi l as 
a society dividecl between 11egros and not negros. It brings a legal seal to the 
graduai growth in salience of a binary racial taxonomy which we have documen-
ted in titi s paper. If the Iwo laws are approvecl, cit izens who visit health centres or 
compete with one another for university places or positi ons in the civil service or 
jobs in the private sector will be obliged by law to classify themselves in one of two 
categories. The taxonomy of the black acti vists will have become law. 
What will be the consequences of the involvement of the State in the sphere of 
racial taxonomies and classifi cations? Will it signify the final victory of the 
bipolar taxonomy and, as some fear, a growing racialization? Aft er ail , the recent 
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history of State intervention in racial classifi cati on hardly leads to optimism on 
this score. Or will the new laws have Iittl e effect on daily life which wi ll continue to 
invoke one or other taxonomy in the endless and complex process classifi cation of 
self and others? Will the new laws impinge upon the subjectivities of Brazilian 
citi zens, strengthening and legitimi ziug a negro identity, and, by logical extension, 
a bmnco one also? Or, as some claim, will the law be « assimilated » by the 
tradition of hybridism and terminological confusion? 17 
1 do not wish to reply to these questions, amongst other reasons because l am 
well aware that the social sciences are more proficient in interpreting the past that 
in predicting the future. Even so, one might return to Durkheim and Mauss for 
inspiration. Almos! at the end of their essay they point Io the speculative 
character of primitive classifi cation: 
Les choses 11 'y so111 pas simp/eme111 disposées sous la forme de groupes isolés les 1111s des 
｡ｵ ｴｲ ･ｳｾ＠ mais ces groupes so11tie111ent les uns al'ec les autres des rapports ､ｾｦｩｮｩ ｳ＠ <'I leur 
ensemble forme 1111 seul et même 10111. De plus, ces systèmes, 10111 co111111e ceux de la science, 
0111 1111 but 10111 spéculatif Ils 0111 pour objet, 11011 de facilitier l'action, mais de faire 
co111prendre, de rendre i11telligibfes l<'s relations qui existent entre les êtres. (Durkheim and 
Mauss 1968, p. 82) 
In the situation 1 have described, the two rival taxonomies could be seen as 
speculations on the aesthetic, cultural, economic and politi cal diversity of Brazi l. 
The dispute over taxonomies has certainly produced an unprecedented debate on 
the nature of Brazili an society. Even so, it is qui te evident that the adoption of one 
or other of these taxonomies is less a case of speculation than of poli tical 
expedience. Furthermore, the debate is emotionally charged. Defenclants of 
quotas accuse their criti cs of racism, cynicism and the use of guile to preserve 
their privilege as a« white elit e ». Those who oppose them argue that they merely 
legali se categories which would be better Ieft to find their own direction in the 
course of everyday social life. To acldress inequality between clarker and li ghter 
ski unecl Brazilians, they argue, policies coulcl be dircctecl, as in France, to terri -
tories that are predominantly clarker and poorer without incurring the legaliza-
tion of racial categories. Whal may not be clear to ail conccrned is that the 
adoption of the quota law and the Statu te of Racial Equality lend the force of law 
to a bipolar taxonomy which will certainly involve distinct even if not clearly 
definecl practical consequences. * 
• Manuscrit reçu en octobre 2007, accepté pour publ ication en septembre 2008. 
NOTES 
A fir st version of this paper was writl cn in coll aboration with Professor Yvonne Maggie, and pre-
senled at the XX III Annual lvleeling of the Nationa l Association of Social Science Programs, 
Caxambu, 2 1-25 October 2003. 1 am more than gratcful 10 Yvonne Maggie for her constant 
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support and livcly participation in the debate. 1 also thank my fellow members of the Observa projcct 
(www.obscrva.ifos.ufrj.br), in particular Fabiano Dias Monteiro and Durval dos Anjos. My graduatc 
and undcrgraduatc students working on related issues, Robson Cruz, Bruno Chiappcllo, Orlando 
Calhciros and Rafael Wagner have been a source of comfort and idcas. 
1. Throughout lhis essay the terms for color/racial categories are prescntcd in Portugucsc in an 
attcmpl Io avoid distortions through translation into catcgoric.s which may have distinct mcanings in 
Engli sh or French. 
2. « A primafacù.', pode-se disti11guir 11a popularr/o brasileira atual, 1111w grande 111aioria de mestiros 
cm gram 111uito rariados de cruza111e1110, e u111a 111i11oria de e/e111e111os r111tropo/6gicos puros, nào cruzados. 
{ e11111ota « o ter1110 puro 1e111 aqui apenas 11111 ra/or relatiro e se opàe tào so111e11/e ao 111estiça111e/l/o que 
assistimos. J ». 
3. « Prodlllo do cruza111e1110 do bra11co com o 11egro, grnpo muito 111/meros, co11stiflli11do quase toda a 
populaçào de certas regiàes do pals». 
4. « Produto do cr11za111e11to das trés raças e prorc11ie11te pri11cipa/111c11te do cruza111e1110 do 111u/a10 
com o /11dio, ou com os 111a111elucos caboclos. Este mestifo, que, 110 caso de u111a 111istura equira/e111e das /rés 
ｭ￧ｭ ｾ＠ deria ser o prodlllo brasileiro por exceléncia, é nwito mais 1111111eroso que rea/111e111e se supàe ». 
5. For a description and analysis of the taxonomies of Edgar Roquette-Pinto and his foll owers, see 
Cunha (2002). 
6. « Assi111, se é rerdade, como diz Myrdal, que 110 dia em que os si11dicatos 1rab11//1istas nos Estados 
Unidos, e111110111e da so/idariedade de classes, liquida rem e111 suas file iras a li11/w de c01; isto produzira 11111 
l?SlrOlldO que sera OUl'Îdo l lO 1111/lldO Îllleiro e r/eterl/IÎ/111/"ll /"11//IOS S11rpree11r/e11/es a cfri/izaçào ll Or/e-
O/llerict111a, també111 a11ui se pode dize1; em face da opiniào corre11te 110 1111111do a respeito da si/1111ç<io racial 
brasileira, que est rondo n<io 111e11or se produziria 110 Brasil se alg11111 dia as grandes massas de cor des te Pais 
dessem ouridos aos c/w111a111c11tos dessa ideologia de raça e enreredasem pelos ca111i11'1os se111 saida que e/a 
/lies apomm11. 11 
7. « { D /csigna-se co1110 11r/o-bra11cos a soma do que os censos e a PNAD categorizam como pretos e 
part/os, excluindo-se a categoria "amarelos". Em Iodas as di111e11sàes ana/isadas, os pardos oc11pa111 u111a 
posiçào i11ter111ediaria entre bmncos e pretos, se bem que cssa posiçào esleja se111pre mais pr6xi111a 
do grupo preto 11. 
8. <1 Se os processos de competiçào social calcados 110111eca11ismo de mercado emolridos 110 processo 
de 111obilidade social i11</fridu11/ opem111 em detri111e1110 do grnpo racia/111e111e subordi11ado, e11tào o e11foque 
d11 mwlise derc se orie11tar para as formas de mobilizaç<io politica dos 11ào-bra11cos e para o conj/ito 
inter-racial. 0 efeito da raça sobre a cstmtura de classes e a eroluçào rias desigua/dades raciais depe1ulera 
da e111ergê11cia de 111orime111os mciais e das formas assumidas por estes, bem co1110 da forma co1110 os 
111orù11e11tos raciais se liga111 a outras ////as e 11w1·ù11e111os ociais ». 
9. « Ora, è 6brio para q1111/quer 11111 que os 39 % de pardos do cc11so de 2000 se compàem em boa parte 
de descende/lies de i11dige11as. Ai estâ, aliâs, a raulo de ser do tribunal racial da U11irersidade de Brasilia, 
desti11ado a apontar entre os pardos os afro·desce11de11tes. A Pesq11is11 Mensal de Emprego do JBGE, de 
1998. 1110stro11 que as pessoas classijicadas como pardas pelos crit érios impostos, q11a11do dei.wu/as lfrres 
para se autoc/assijicarem se dissera111 morenas e 111ore11as clams em 60 % dos casos. Ape11as 34 % dos 
part/os co11cordarm11 co111 es.m classijicaçào e ape11as 2 % se dissera111 mu/111os. Pesquis11feita na Regiào 
Metropo/it1111a do Rio de Janeiro em 1997 rerelou que 50 % dos quefora111 classificados de pardos pelos 
e11treristadores e dissera111111ore11os ou bm11cos. 0111ra pesquisa 110 Rio, de 2000, 111os1rou que 48 % dos 
part/os diziam ter 1111tecede11tes i11dige11as. Nos estados do Norte, onde foi_fi<1ca a prese11ça d11 escrm•id<i o 
ajl-ica11a, os desce11de111es de ù11/ige11as for11111111 sem dû rida a grande maioria dos pardos "· 
IO. <<No uso de certas pa/m•ras enco111rm11os rârias dijirnltlades. 0 termo "preto" semprefoi usado 
pelo "branco" para desig11ar o negro e o 111u/a10 em Sào Paulo. mas atrarés de 11111a i111agem estereotipada 
e s1111w111e111e negatira, elaborada socia/111e11te 110 passado. Os proprios 11egros e 11111/atos preferira111, em 
suas pri111eiras 1111111ijèstaçàes de 111110110111ia - atrarés dos 111ori111e111os refri11dica16rios - a a111odesig11açào 
co11tida 1111 pa/111n111egro. Doutro fado, i111p11g11a111 o mcabu/ario "bra11co", alegando que a 111estiçage111 
i111pàe reslriçàes sereras às pre/e11sàes de "pureza de sangue" dos paulistas. Para e1·itar suscetibili dade 011 
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recriminaçàes. usamos a palm·ra "preto" quando a estereotipaçào do 'bmnco' entra, 1•isfrel111ente emjogo, 
e colocamos todas as palm•ms entre aspas, com exccçào dos casos concret os, onde pudemos discemir as 
gmdaçàes da cor da pele dos sujeitos da i11restig11çào. Outrossim, e111prega111os as expressàes "homrns de 
cor" e "populaçào de cor" freqiien1e111e111e se111 nen/111111a com>.wio pejomtfra ». 
11. See c.g. Hanchard (2001) and Sheriff (2001). For a discussion of in-built ethnoccntrism in the 
study of« race» in Brasil, see Fry (1995). 
12. « ... fa lei represenla j o começo de 11111 proceso que, deutro das tensàes mciais existeutes e em 
agraramenlo neste Pais, nào sera s11rpreendente se conduzir à situaçào que caracteriza as relaçàes de mças 
nas cidades setenlriouais dos Estados U11idos e que se pode resumir 11afor111ula scparate but equal. De 
fato, 11/é el// rio, 110 Bmsi/, 11a /egislaçào republicmra, o 11egro 1•i11ha co111p11rece11do como o liberto de 1888, 
como cidadào, em abstmto,juridica111e111e igrml a todos os cidadàos; estara ua lei por exclusào- todossào 
iguais permrte a lei, i11depe11den/e111ente d  cor, sexo, religiào, etc. Agora, pela primeira l'ez, salro e11ga110, 
regu/11111e11111-se em lei o co111porta111e1110 de bm11cos em re/açào a 11egros, e atribui-se 11 estes, como 11egros, 
o direito especifico de 11rio terem pmtica111e111e negados alg1111s direitos mais gemis que a lei ja atribuia a 
todos os cidadàos, imlepe111/e11te111ente da co11diçào étnica. [. .. J a declamr que sào 1n111freis os que 1·io/are111 
determinados pri11cipios ja solene111e111e prese111es em /eis 1111/eriores e mais gerais ... ». 
13. << Om, 111na ta/ atitudeda lei ... pode l'ir a ser. .. o prelrlrlio de 111na outra /egislaçào substillltira des ta 
e até i11spimda no desejo de remediar .rna inoperfmcia pratica, vismulo assegurar a negros e brm1cos o 
direito de trrem educaçào, recreaçào, distritos residenciais, obms de 11ssistê11cia e olllro se/ores institucio-
nalizados da vida social iguais mas separados. Para isto, 1ec11ica111en1r, uma das pré-condiçàesja existe: 
a entidade juridica ncgro, prese111e no espirito e no texto da legislaçào ordinliria ». 
14. http://www.planalto.gov.br/seppir/, accessed on September 4, 2006. 
15. The chapters are: «On the rights to hcalth », « On the rights to education culture, sport and 
leisures », «On the rights to frccdom of conscience and belief and on the free exercice of rdigious 
cuits»,« On the fin ancing of the promotion of racial equality »,« On the rights of the Afro-Brazilian 
woman », « On the rights of descendants of maroon community Io their lands», «On the labour 
market », « On the quota system », « On the media », « On permanent watchdogs in lcgislative 
asscmblies »and « On access to justice». 
16. ln a prcvious paper I compared llriti sh and Portuguese colonial enterpri ses, forma li y segrega-
tionist and assimil ationist, suggesting that the adoption of racial distinctivcncss in Brazi l might be seen 
as a final victory of the Briti sh colonial doxa as set out by Lord Alfr ed Lugard (Fry 2000). 
17. Anne-Marie Losonczy (2006) observed in her critique of this paper that the phenomenon 
1 dcscribe for Brazil occurs throughout Latin America, above ail wit h incorporation of indigcnous 
identities in constitutions and laws. 
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